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Profile of Hispanic workers 
in construction 
Ø 1.4 million Hispanic workers in 

construction in 2000, 15% of the total   
construction workforce; a 312% 
increase between 1980-2000 

Ø >25% construction workers are 
Hispanic in the West

Ø 20% of total fatal occupational injuries 
occurred in construction

Ø Hispanic construction fatalities 
nationally more than doubled from 
1992 to 2000 (108-278)
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Hispanic workers as a percentage of 
construction & all industries, selected 
years, 1980-2000  (All types of employment)
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Hispanic workers as a percentage of 
each industry, 2000
(Wage-and-salary workers)
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Date of entry the U.S. for Hispanic 
construction workers in 2000 
(Non-citizen only)
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Hispanic workers as a percentage of 
each construction occupation, 1998-2000
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Union membership among Hispanic 
and non- Hispanic construction 
workers, 2000
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Age distribution in construction, 
Hispanic and Non-Hispanic workers, 
2000  (All types of employment)
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Educational attainment, Hispanic Educational attainment, Hispanic 
and nonand non--Hispanic, 2000Hispanic, 2000
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Percentage of Hispanic 
construction workers who speak 
Spanish; 2000 CPS
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Hourly wage in construction Hourly wage in construction 
by union status, 2000by union status, 2000
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Percentage of construction workers with 
health insurance provided by employer / 
union, 2000
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Fatal occupational injuries 
by industry, 2000

156

231

596

670

724

852

1,012

1,182

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

Mining

Wholesale

Retail

Manufacturing

Agriculture

Services

Transport & utility

Construction

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://data.bls.gov/servlet/

P: preliminary

(P)

Fatal occupational injuries of 
Hispanic construction workers, 
1992-2001
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Rates of fatal and non-fatal work-related injuries in 
construction, Hispanics vs. all workers, 1992-2000
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Fatal injury rates by selected 
occupation in construction, 2000
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Relative Risk of Hispanic Fatal 
Injury 1996-2000 (95% C.I.)

1.31 (1.17-1.46)Construction Laborers

1.39 (1.08-1.79)Carpenters
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2.31 (1.41-3.80)Helpers, Constr Trade

Hispanic Fatal Injuries 1996-
2000 in Construction
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Event & Nature of Fatal Injuries

• Hispanic Construction Workers die more 
in falls to lower level (36.8% vs. 29.8%)

• Hispanic Construction Workers die more 
frequently of head injuries (30% vs 25%)

• Hispanic Construction Workers may be 
somewhat less likely to die in Vehicles
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Construction Fatal Injuries
by Establishment Size, 1992-2001
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Conclusions
• Hispanic Construction Workers are in 

higher risk occupations
• Even considering their occupations, 

Hispanic Construction Workers are at 
significantly higher risk of fatal injury

• Higher rates of Falls to a lower level and 
associated head injuries are primary

• 45% of Hispanic Construction Fatalities 
are in Employers ≤10 employees

Barriers

ØEconomic Security/Power
ØLiteracy
ØTransportation/Access to Safe Work
ØLanguage/Communication
ØCulture/Social Supports/Networks

For more information, please read:For more information, please read:
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(Third Edition)(Third Edition)
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